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The Pajaro Valley Performing Arts Association is pleased to announce a
newly-formed partnership with Snazzy Productions to bring an exciting
line up of remarkable singer/songwriters to the Mello Center in the
coming season. Dubbed “Americana Music at the Mello Center,” this
series of special performances will feature recording artists whose music
tells the unique story of American life.

To quote John Sandidge of Snazzy Productions, “Americana music is
American roots music, from acappela to bluegrass to zydeco. It’s folk, it’s
rock’n’roll, it’s blues, it’s the weird edge of country. Americana is Hawaiian

slack key, rockabilly, and country swing. Sometimes it’s a mixture of all of this,
other times its something your niece from Austin just made up.”

We are most pleased to launch this partnership with a return engagement at the
Mello Center by Iris DeMent on Thursday, June 26 at 7:30 PM.

Iris DeMent is an American classic. The beauty, passion and raw honesty of her
music are an emotional cache of immense power. The full character of her voice adds
a piercing reality to everything she sings and goes beyond words or thoughts.

Iris wrote her first song while living in Topeka, Kansas, and after a two-year
layover in Kansas City, Missouri, she headed to Nashville, Tennessee. Two
years later, she signed recording contract with Rounder Records and returned
to Kansas City—her home today—where she finished writing her first album,
Infamous Angel. The release of that album in ‘92 brought her industry attention. Its evoca-
The PVPAA and Snazzy present, tive “Our Town” was the perfect close to the final episode of Northern Exposure. “Let The

Mystery Be,” also from Infamous Angel, was featured in the motion picture, Little Buddhba.

continued on back page

Second in a series of articles about Artists in Residence at the Mello Center. See inside.
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Her second album, My Life, released in
‘94, garnered DeMent a Grammy
Nomination, as did 1996’s The Way
I Should, an album that expanded the
scope of her reflection and concern.

Most recently, Iris recorded four
duets with John Prine on his lat-
In Spite of
Ourselves, which features Prine

est release,
with his favorite women singers;
DeMent is in good company
with Emmy Lou Harris, Trisha
Yearwood and Connie Smith.
The title track with Prine and
DeMent is featured as the end-title
theme of Billy Bob Thornton’s film
Daddy & Them. The album received
a Grammy nomination for Best

Contemporary Folk Album.

With all the press and acclaim, DeMent
keeps her feet firmly on the ground,
giving the greatest insight to what her
music and her life is about. As she
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mAT THE MELLID

relayed to journalist Scott Mervis,
“T used to be able to hear a lot of things
when I was growing up. I could actual-
ly turn on the radio and hear Woody
Guthrie and a lot of different music
that seems to have disappeared now.
So much of the music now
sounds like a commercial. It’s
not somebody’s soul. It’s like
somebody is trying to sell me
something. There are exceptions,
but not many.”

Iris is one of those rare

exceptions. She not only bares
her soul, but shares it, not to shock
or exploit or sell, but to make a
connection, to reach and teach and talk
and sing...heart to heart. She faces her
deepest fears, her greatest losses, the
bottomless hurt and anger, the joy and
the

wonder...imparting to others

uncommon courage to do the same.
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The Mello Center has a few dates
available for renters in 2003-04.
Call now to reserve dates for

your performance, meeting or
event. 831-763-4047

David and Lucile Packard Foundation
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
Community Foundation of

Santa Cruz County
Mike Thomas and Patty Powell
Granite Construction, Inc.
Driscoll Berries
IBM International
...and the many Friends of the Mello!



